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MEETINGS IN THE OPEN
In his after-prayer speech this evening Gandhiji
told the audience that he had been to attend a meeting
of businessmen in Delhi at the Hardinge Library. There
was a very big crowd round the building. The hall was
too small for the surging mass of people. When there
was a noted man expected to address meetings, he would
advise their being held under the canopy of the sky on
a wide maidan so that all who cared could join. If they
were noisy and would not allow the meeting to be held,
the meeting would disperse without doing its business*
in the open. And if the people became used to outdoor
life, they would be spared the headache of finding houses
for thousands and thousands. They could stay outdoor
for most of the time or else build thatched houses for
themselves in the open.
REMOVAL OF CONTROLS
Gandhiji was daily receiving telegrams and letters
congratulating him on the removal of controls. It had
a miraculous effect all round and the prices had gone
down. Although the control on cloth was still there,
the prices of towels etc., he was told, had gone down.
The businessmen knew that he (Gandhiji) was merely
voicing the opinion of the millions when -he said that
'the controls should go. The goods of black market were,
therefore, coming into the open market and selling at
reasonable prices. He was told, too, that there was
plenty of sugar to be had. The price was Re, 1 per seer
287